PKOVINCIAL ASSIGNMENTS.

THE   Act  of   Parliament  which  is   commonly  called   the
East India Company's Charter of 1833, vested the " superin-
tendence, direction and control of the whole Civil and Mili-
tary Grovernments of all the territories and revenues in India
in the Governor-General of India in Council."    Before this
Act there was no " Governor-General of India."    Former
Acts of Parliament made the Local Government of Bengal
a  Supreme  Government  in  India;  but  in practice that
supreme authority made little exercise of its powers of super-
intendence and control over the other Presidencies, and even
that exercise of it was generally made when it was too
late to be made with real  effect, namely, after  the  sub-
ordinate Government had taken its course.    On the passing
of  the Act of   1833,  the   Court of Directors  urged  the
Government of India to consider to what extent, and  in
what particulars} the powers of Government might be best
exercised by the local authorities;   and to what extent,
and in what   particulars,  they  were   likely to  be   best
exercised when retained in their own hands.     "It was
impossible for the Legislature, and it is equally so for us
in our instructions,  to  define  the  exact   limits  between
a just control and a petty, vexatious, meddling interfer-
ence."     Finance  is  the backbone  of   all administration,
and whatever   latitude was   permitted   to  local  Govern-
ments at an earlier period in  other respects, it was  not
till some twelve years after the Mutiny that the Supreme
Government ceased to take upon itself the entire distribu-